
LIVING LITERATURE 

The Living Literature Competition provides an opportunity for students to present their interpretation of a scene from a work of 
literature. Students should choose a scene and characters from any form of literature, including but not limited to, a novel, short story, 
poem, or play. Students recreate the scene through costumes, scenery, and props.  Essentially, students become “wax museum figures” 
of the characters.

1. All participants in the scene must have their feet on the floor.  The scene should be entirely free standing, not leaning on walls. No 
electricity will be provided.  Wood or metal may not be used in the construction.  Props (table, chairs, etc.)  made of wood or metal may 
be used. 

2. A description of the scene, book title, author, and school name must be incorporated within the dimensions of the scene.  

3. The dimension of a scene may not exceed 12 feet wide by 12 feet deep by 12 feet high.   

4. Set up will not be monitored.  A window of time, of at least one hour, will be designated in the final program.   Adults may assist with  
set up and disassembling the set. Competitors must be prepared for judging at the designated time.   

5. No live animals, fire, balloons, hay, sound effects or music in the scene. Electrical outlets are not provided. 

6. Entrants must clean their assigned scene area and remove all props immediately after the competition. 

   

     COMPETITION GUIDELINES

• Visual/Performing Arts Standards 

• Creativity and Innovation 

• Information/Media Literacy  

• Communication and Collaboration 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Students will investigate, find solutions, designs, and strategies from 
infinite number of possibilities using inquiry, collaboration, and 
process based learning. 

    EDUCATIONAL CONNECTIONS



     HOW TO ENTER

• Visit www.betaclub.org/registration and follow directions. 

• Register students and then select competitions to enter. 

• The entry must be completed and submitted by the deadline date. 

       JUDGING CRITERIA

LIVING LIT 5 4 3 2 1

Choice of Selection 
Originality and Literary 
Merit

Excellent: 
Literary Selection demonstrates 
originality in choice and denotes a 
high quality of writing attributed to 
works of literature.

Good: 
Literary Selection demonstrates 
originality in choice and denotes 
an adequate quality attributed to 
works of literature.

Average: 
Literary Selection demonstrates 
moderate originality in choice and 
denotes average quality attributed to 
works of literature.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Literary Selection demonstrates 
low levels of originality in choice 
and denotes moderate quality 
attributed to works of literature.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Literary Selection inadequately 
demonstrates originality in choice 
and denotes inadequate quality 
attributed to works of literature.

Choice of Authentic Single 
Scene from Literature

Excellent: 
Literary Scene extraordinarily 
denotes an actual authentic scene 
chosen from literature.

Good: 
Literary Scene denotes an 
adequate quality of the authentic 
scene chosen from literature.

Average: 
Literary Scene denotes an average 
quality of the authentic scene chosen 
from literature.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Literary Scene denotes moderate 
amounts of the authentic scene 
chosen from literature.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Literary Scene inadequately 
denotes the authentic scene 
chosen from literature

Interpretation of Chosen 
Scene

Excellent: 
Scene extraordinarily characterizes 
a stylistic representation of a work 
of literature.

Good: 
Scene characterizes an adequate 
level of a stylistic representation of 
a work of literature.

Average: 
Scene characterizes average levels of 
a stylistic representation of a work of 
literature.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Scene characterizes moderate 
levels of a stylistic representation 
of a work of literature.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Scene inadequately characterizes 
a stylistic representation of a work 
of literature.

Craftsmanship of Scene Excellent: 
Scene construction consist of 
precision craftsmanship and 
attention to detail.

Good: 
Scene construction consist of 
adequate craftsmanship and 
attention to detail.

Average: 
Scene construction consist of average 
craftsmanship and attention to detail.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Scene construction consist of 
moderate craftsmanship and 
attention to detail.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Scene construction consist of 
inadequate craftsmanship and 
attention to detail.

Attention to Detail of 
Costumes

Excellent: 
Costumes display precision to 
detail characteristic of characters in 
the scene.

Good: 
Costumes display adequate detail 
characteristic of characters in the 
scene.

Average: 
Costumes display average detail 
characteristic of characters in the 
scene.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Costumes display moderate detail 
characteristic of characters in the 
scene.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Costumes display inadequate 
detail characteristic of characters 
in the scene.

Expression and Attitude in 
Pose

Excellent: 
Participants extraordinarily 
demonstrate the Expression and 
Attitude in pose to that of the 
characters in the scene.

Good: 
Participants demonstrate an 
adequate quality in the Expression 
and Attitude in pose to that of the 
characters in the scene.

Average: 
Participants demonstrate an average 
quality in the Expression and Attitude 
in pose to that of the characters in the 
scene.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Participants demonstrate a 
moderate quality in the Expression 
and Attitude in pose to that of the 
characters in the scene.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Participants demonstrate an 
inadequate quality in the 
Expression and Attitude in pose to 
that of the characters in the scene.

Ability to Maintain 
Character

Excellent: 
Participants extraordinarily 
maintain character throughout the 
entire duration of the time limit.

Good: 
Participants maintain character 
throughout most of the duration of 
the time limit.

Average: 
Participants maintain character 
throughout half of the duration of the 
time limit.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Participants maintain character 
moderately through less than half 
of the duration of the time limit.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Participants maintain character 
inadequately throughout the 
duration of the time limit.

Information Display Excellent: 
A description of the scene, book 
title, author, and school name are 
extraordinarily incorporated within 
the scene.

Good: 
A description of the scene, book 
title, author, and school name are 
adequately  incorporated within 
the scene.

Average: 
A description of the scene, book title, 
author, and school name are 
acceptably incorporated within the 
scene.

Fair/Needs Work: 
A description of the scene, book 
title, author, and school name are 
moderately incorporated within 
the scene.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
A description of the scene, book 
title, author, and school name are 
inadequately incorporated within 
the scene.

DEDUCTION -20

Size Exceeds  the size limit

Guidelines Did not follow competition 
guidelines 

• Living Literature will be evaluated by a panel of judges using the criteria below.

NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY 
All Trophies Awarded  
at State Convention




