
SPEECH

The speech competition is designed to allow students the opportunity to gain speaking experience, as well as,  increase 
his/her confidence level. Speeches may be two to three minutes in length. There are two divisions:  Division I are grades 
9th and 10th and Division II are grades 11th and 12th.  A club  may enter one student in both Division I and Division II.

Time Limit: 2- 3 minutes.  
There will be an official timer to record times. The speaker will receive a 5-point deduction for every 15 seconds of his/her speech less than two minute 
or exceeding three minutes. 

1. Participants must be dressed in business attire. Props or costumes are not allowed. 

2. Random draw will determine the order of speech presentations. 

3. Spectators will be permitted based on room size. Every effort will be made for each participant to be allowed two spectators. 

4. Use of any electronic devices will not be permitted during competition.

      EDUCATIONAL CONNECTIONS

       COMPETITION GUIDELINES

DIVISION I (Grade 9-10) 

DIVISION II (Grade 11-12)                                 TIME LIMIT- 2 to 3 minutes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Oral Communication/Persuasive Presentation 
• Information/Media Literacy  
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Students will investigate, find solutions, designs, and strategies from infinite number of possibilities using inquiry, collaboration, and process 
based learning.



• Visit www.betaclub.org/registration and follow directions. 
• Register students and then select competitions to enter. 
• The entry must be completed and submitted by the deadline date.

       HOW TO ENTER

    JUDGING CRITERIA
• Students will be evaluated by a panel of judges using the criteria below. 

 
SPEECH 5 4 3 2 1

INTEREST LEVEL Excellent: 
Speech topic was well chosen. 
Very appropriate for audience 
and fully maintained audience's 
attention.

Good: 
Speech topic was adequately 
chosen. Appropriate for 
audience and maintained 
audience's attention.

Average: 
Speech topic was average. 
Acceptable for audience and 
somewhat held audience's 
attention.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Speech topic was given minimal 
consideration. Somewhat 
acceptable for audience and 
minimally maintained audience's 
attention.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Speech topic was given no 
consideration. Inappropriate for 
audience and failed to maintain 
audience's attention.

ORGANIZATION Excellent: 
The speech has a well-developed 
thesis and an effective 
organizational structure. 
Transitions are executed 
exceptionally well. 

Good: 
The speech has a clear thesis and 
effective organizational 
structure. Adequate transitions 
are present.

Average: 
The speech has an average thesis, 
minimal evidence of an 
organizational structure. Average  
transitions are present. 

Fair/Needs Work: 
The speech has a limited thesis, 
an inconsistent organizational 
structure, and transitions are 
weak.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
The speech is absent of a thesis 
and has little or no discernible 
organizational structure. 
Transitions are not evident.

SUPPORT Excellent: 
Evidence of support is well 
presented, creating unity and 
completeness.

Good: 
Adequate evidence of support is 
presented, creating unity and 
completeness.

Average: 
A sense of completeness is 
present, though there may be 
minor flaws and some ideas may 
be loosely connected with average 
evidence of support.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Flaws are evident with nominal 
supporting evidence.

 Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Evidence of support is missing.

DELIVERY Excellent: 
Speaker maintains excellent eye 
contact and displays obvious 
genuineness and enthusiasm. 
Speaker's presentation is 
grammatically correct and 
practices obvious enunciation 
with competent diction.

Good: 
Speaker maintains adequate eye 
contact and displays adequate 
genuineness and enthusiasm. 
Speaker's presentation is mostly 
grammatically correct and 
practices effective enunciation 
with competent diction.

Average: 
Speaker maintains average eye 
contact and is somewhat genuine 
and enthusiastic in the 
presentation. Speaker's delivery is 
somewhat grammatically correct 
with average enunciation and 
diction.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Speaker maintains minimal eye 
contact and displays minimal 
genuineness and enthusiasm. 
Speaker's presentation is 
minimally grammatically correct 
with below average enunciation 
and diction.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Speaker lacks eye contact and 
fails to displays genuineness 
and enthusiasm. Speaker's 
presentation is not 
grammatically correct with poor 
enunciation and diction.

OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS Excellent: 
Speech presentation was highly 
effective.

Good: 
Speech presentation was 
adequately effective.

Average: 
Speech presentation was average.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Speech presentation displayed 
minimal effectiveness.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Speech presentation was not 
effective.

PROFESSIONALISM Excellent: 
Exceptionally prepared and 
professionalism is strongly 
evident.

Good: 
Adequately prepared and 
professionalism is evident.

Average: 
Somewhat prepared and 
professionalism is average.

Fair/Needs Work: 
Minimally prepared and 
professionalism is lacking.

Poor/Not Acceptable: 
Not prepared and 
professionalism is not evident.

DEDUCTION -5

Time Limit Under 2 minutes or over 3 
minutes.

Guidelines Did not follow competition 
guidelines.

NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY 
All Trophies Awarded  
at State Convention




